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FIELD CROPS 

Potato Acreage, Production, and Stocks

Weather Unfavorable weather conditions delayed planting and harvest. Growers in the Hastings area began applying 

desiccants for table stock potatoes in order for harvesting to begin by early May and allow "skin set." Overall, chipper 

potato harvesting was behind schedule due to cooler, wet weather earlier in the season. The crop still remains behind 

schedule in both Hastings and Other Areas. Light harvesting in the Hastings area was underway by early May.

Spring:  Florida’s 2011 potato production is forecast at 8.62 million cwt, up 8 percent from a year ago but unchanged 

from the April forecast. Acreage to be harvested is set at 35,400 acres, up 2,220 acres from the previous season and 

remains unchanged from April. Yield is expected to average 256 cwt per acre compared with 250 cwt per acre averaged in 

the spring of 2010. Yield remains unchanged from the April forecast.  

 

 

 
Spring Potatoes:  Production for 2011 is forecast at 25.6 million cwt, down 1 percent from the April 1 forecast but up 

3 percent from 2010. Area for harvest is forecast at 90,500 acres, up 1 percent from the previous forecast and up 5 percent 

from last year. The average yield forecast, at 283 cwt per acre, is down 6 cwt from both the April 1 forecast and the 

previous year. 
 

California's spring potato production is forecast at 10.7 million cwt, down 1 percent from April's forecast due to cool, wet 

growing conditions. North Carolina growers are expected to produce 3.47 million cwt of spring potatoes, down 2 percent 

from the previous forecast. As of April 24, 2011, crop condition was rated as 100 percent good by the growers. Production 

in Arizona is forecast at 1.10 million, down 3 percent from the April 1 forecast due to lower than expected yields. Texas 

growers expect production to total 1.73 million cwt, unchanged from the previous forecast. 
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Potato Stocks Down 27 Percent from May 2010  
 
The 13 major potato States held 65.7 million cwt of potatoes in storage May 1, 2011, down 27 percent from a year ago. 

Potatoes in storage accounted for 19 percent of the 2010 fall storage States' production, four percentage points below May 

1, 2010. Klamath Basin stocks totaled 520 thousand cwt on May 1, 2011, down 32 percent from a year ago. Klamath 

Basin stocks include potatoes stored in California and Klamath County, Oregon. Potato disappearance, at 286 million cwt, 

was 3 percent below May 1, 2010. Season-to-date shrink and loss, at 22.1 million cwt, was down 17 percent from the 

same date in 2010. Processors in the 9 major States have used 144 million cwt of potatoes this season, up 1 percent from 

the same period last year. Dehydrating usage accounted for 22.7 million cwt of the total processing, down 15 percent from 

last year. 
 

 


